*    THE CORONATION    *

attracted all the great exhibitions in the country with a
whole army of minor showmen.

'Richardson's Theatre was there with all the best
actors of the day performing Shakespearean dramas.
Wombwell and Hilton rivalled each other with their
menageries 5 circuses, waxwork, marionette and other
shows, the biggest of their kind, bearing such famous
names in the fair-going world as Scoughton, Baker,
Smith, Webster, Atkinson, etc., took up wide spaces in
the vast park. Between them were sandwiched the
smaller affairs, such as our peep-show and roundabout,
and the freak and curiosity booths with amazing can-
vases depicting the wonders to be seen within.

CI can see those curiosities in my mind's eye now, and
a queer collection they were. Giantesses, for instance,
were well represented by the Misses Cockayne, de-
scribed as the American twin sisters. They were fine, tall
girls, but as one had one mother and the other another,
and their birthplace was Whitechapel, their description
as "twins" and "American" was just a bit of harmless
showman's licence.

'Then there were numerous fat men and women,
spotted boys, natural and unnatural, fair Circassians, the
Hottentot Venus, dwarfs, Miss Scott, the two-headed
lady, Yorkshire Jack, the Living Skeleton, and learned
pigs and fortune-telling ponies galore.

4At this fair too there was exhibited almost for the last
time a freak that had puzzled and amazed the public for a
considerable period. This was Madame Stevens, "the
Pig-faced Lady", concerning whom I have one of my
promised exposures to make.

'Madame Stevens was really a fine brown bear, the
paws and face of which were kept closely shaved, the
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